
From: Natalie Odd <natalie.odd@greenparty.ca>
Subject: Re: Questions from a resident of Calgary-Centre

Date: October 30, 2012 5:10:22 PM MDT
To: Jody MacPherson <jmacpherson@mac.com>

Hi Jody,
 
Please see below Chris Turner's responses to your questions. Thank you very much for your inquiry. If you have any
additional questions please let me know. You may find some or all of your questions will be included in our website's
FAQ section.
 
Warm regards,
Natalie
Natalie Odd
Volunteer Coordinator
Turner4YYC.ca
Green Party of Canada
 

Water
What are your thoughts on protecting Canada's supply of potable water? How
would you protect our water? 
 
Canada's abundance of natural bounty is well known, and there's probably no resource more
precious than our fresh water supply--1/5 of the world's fresh water is within our borders.
There are two crucial ways that I would work to protect this priceless resource: the first is by
not putting a price on it, which is to say I would oppose privatizing it for short-term profit. 
 
The second way would be to restore funding for the second-to-none freshwater research and
monitoring system that was decimated by the Harper government in the omnibus bill and
subsequent acts. Top of the list would be restoring funding to the world-class Experimental
Lakes Area--which could have been funded for 25 years for the cost of upgrades to Tony
Clement's riding ahead of the G8 summit in 2010, and which has been responsible for
discovering the causes and impacts of acid rain, phosphorus and other pollutants on our
freshwater supply. Reversing the changes to the Navigable Waters Act is another priority.
 
Food Safety
Canada's food safety inspection protocols are being challenged by the XL Foods
beef recall. What action would you like to see taken to reassure Canadians about
food safety (for example, would you be willing to mandate new labelling on
tenderized steaks so Canadians will know how to properly cook their beef for
improved safety)?
 
Again, reversing reckless Harper government cuts to the country's monitoring apparatus is a
top priority. This spring, despite warnings that it would jeopardize food safety, the government
eliminated 100 food inspection jobs across Canada. The XL recall has shown us all too clearly
that Canada's food safety should not be a political issue. Labelling might help, but the burden



should not be on Canadian consumers - we need proper safety inspections and we need to
give the Canada Food Inspection Agency all the resources it needs to do the job.
 
Democracy
What is your opinion of the First-Past-The-Post system of voting? And would you
consider looking at some form of proportional representation?
 
In keeping with Green Party policy, I am in favour of pushing Parliament to consider
comprehensive electoral reform, and a proportional representation system similar to the one
in Germany (where voters cast separate ballots for candidate and party) strikes me as the
ideal to strive for. At present, Parliament's makeup does not accurately reflect the democratic
will of the Canadian people; 38% of voters comprise a "majority," and new parties with fresh
ideas are shut out of decision-making. What's more, the first-past-the-post system
encourages ferociously divisive partisanship in a winner-take-all government. Canadians are
not well served by their electoral system at present.
 
Energy
Do you support the creation of a National Energy Strategy, including alternative
energy sources (such as wind and solar) in the mix? And what are your timelines
for doing this?
 
Changing the conversation about Canada's energy future in Ottawa is a top priority of my
candidacy. Right now, we are mired in an immature, divisive partisan mudslinging match
about one of the most important issues facing Canadians--Calgarians, in particular. We need
to have a calm, rational national conversation about energy. We need to decide how best to
develop our conventional energy resources today--in a way that's acceptable and beneficial to
all Canadians--and invest the wealth this generates in building the low-carbon energy future
we know we must provide for our children. I've spent the last 10 years researching, writing
and speaking about the enormous opportunities created by investment in renewable energy
sources--not just to reduce our greenhouse gas emissions but also to create a new industrial
sector and give everyday Canadians a chance to generate their own power on a
decentralized grid. 
 
I think this conversation would best be conducted under the rubric of a National Energy
Strategy involving cooperation between the federal government and all the provinces, but in
the event that proves impossible, time is of the essence. Parliament should've had this
conversation years ago. The lack of federal leadership - creating uncertainty for the oil patch
and eroding confidence in Canadian stewardship at home and abroad--is a huge and growing
liability. We need to initiate this process as soon as possible, which is why it is an absolute top
priority for my campaign. I think as a Green Party MP for Calgary Centre, I'd be able to bring a
singular amount of political capital and focus to this issue, and I know I can build bridges
between industry, governments and critics in ways that parties already stuck in the partisan
shouting match cannot.



 
Economy
Canada's economy has been hailed around the world, but there are indications of
concern around the levels of household debt and housing prices. Moody's is
reviewing six Canadian banks for downgrade and the provinces like Alberta are
not helping build confidence by operating under huge deficits. What are your
ideas to preserve our economic integrity going forward?
 
One thing these trends tell us: this is no time to be complacent about the Canadian economy.
Yes, we weathered the financial storm of 2008 better than most, but we still need to be
moving with much more intensity into the real growth sectors of the 21st century economy.
Simply put, we need to be targeting our "Economic Action Plans" and everything else toward
becoming global leaders in the green economy. In Germany, renewable energy alone created
300,000 new jobs due to strong federal leadership; the renewal of Canada's manufacturing
sector and the best use of our technology R&D money is in an aggressive push into cleantech
(not just renewables but energy efficiency, energy storage, smart grid technology, etc.). This
is one of the fastest growing sectors of the global economy and it promises not just a healthy
bottom line but new jobs, cleaner air and a return to Canada's place of pride among the world
leaders in sustainability and stewardship. It's win-win-win-win. 
 
I can say this unequivocally because I've witnessed it firsthand as a journalist, not just in
Germany but in Denmark, Sweden, Norway, Spain, Iowa, California, Ontario, even India.
We're in grave danger of falling behind in the race to lead the second industrial revolution. We
need an aggressive catch-up plan now. I'm reasonably sure, at the risk of immodesty, that
there's no one in Parliament now who can speak to this issue with the depth of knowledge
and breadth of experience that I have.

On Mon, Oct 29, 2012 at 9:19 PM, Jody MacPherson <jmacpherson@mac.com> wrote:
Hello,
I am a resident of Calgary-Centre and before I vote, I wanted to ask all of the candidates for their thoughts on
issues of concern to me. There are many issues on my mind these days but I'll narrow it down to my top five
concerns:

Water
What are your thoughts on protecting Canada's supply of potable water? How would you protect our water? 

Food Safety
Canada's food safety inspection protocols are being challenged by the XL Foods beef recall. What action would you
like to see taken to reassure Canadians about food safety (for example, would you be willing to mandate new
labelling on tenderized steaks so Canadians will know how to properly cook their beef for improved safety)?

Democracy
What is your opinion of the First-Past-The-Post system of voting? And would you consider looking at some form of
proportional representation?

Energy

mailto:jmacpherson@mac.com


Do you support the creation of a National Energy Strategy, including alternative energy sources (such as wind and
solar) in the mix? And what are your timelines for doing this?

Economy
Canada's economy has been hailed around the world, but there are indications of concern around the levels of
household debt and housing prices. Moody's is reviewing six Canadian banks for downgrade and the provinces like
Alberta are not helping build confidence by operating under huge deficits. What are your ideas to preserve our
economic integrity going forward?

I've checked each your websites (and/or Facebook pages) and couldn't find specifics on any of these issues but if
I missed the information, please feel free to just provide a link to the relevant section. Thanks. 

Best regards,
Jody

P.S. I would also like to write about your answers on my personal blog. Thank you.

Jody MacPherson
jmacpherson@mac.com
Mobile: 403-560-9369

www.jodymacpherson.com

mailto:jmacpherson@mac.com
tel:403-560-9369
http://www.jodymacpherson.com/

